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Question 1: How do you think stereotypes, about what women can do and 

cannot do affect women's right to equality? 

Answer: If there is a rigid view regarding what a woman can and cannot 

do, it restricts the right of a woman to have equal opportunity to explore her 

potential. It restricts them from nurturing and showcasing their talents and 

aptitude. 

Question 2: List one reason why learning the alphabet was so important 

to women like Rashsundari Devi, Ramabai and Rokeya. 

Answer: Rashsundari Devi, Ramabai and Rokeya were ambitious women. 

They wanted to make an impact on the society. Ramabai could do this 

through the Mission she set up which is still active today. Rashsundari Devi 

and Rokeya went on to become writers. Rokeya's education had an impact 

on the stories that she wrote which imagined places where women had the 

freedom to study, work and realize their dreams. Rashsundari Devi, through 

her own writing could give an opportunity to the entire world to know about 

the condition of women in those days. 

Question 3: "Poor girls drop out of school because they are not interested 

in getting an education". Re-read the last paragraph on page 62 and 

explain why this statement is not true. 

Answer: This is a wrong perception. There are many reasons which compel 

girls (poor or well to do) to drop out of school. Poor girls drop out of 

school due to the cost of education, family demands, lack of proper schools, 

teachers and transport facilities to school, etc. It is not due to their lack of 

interest in studies. It is because some parents still nuture a mindset against 

girl's education. Some people want to utilise their meagre resources on 

boy's education because of a common belief that boys become the bread 

winners. 
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Question 4: Can you describe two methods of struggle that the women's 

movement used to raise issues? If you had to organize a struggle against 

stereotypes, about what women can or cannot do, what method will you 

employ from the ones that you have read about? Why would you choose 

this particular method? 

Answer:Protesting: In this method public rallies and demonstrations were 

held by women to raise their voice against violations of law affecting them. 

Raising awareness: This helped in creating public awareness on women's 

rights issues through street plays, songs and public meetings. 

I will choose to spread the message by raising awareness method i.e. 

through street plays, songs, etc. This is because through plays, song, etc. 

people can relate to the issue and understand it more easily than reading it 

in a newspaper. Since public meetings are interactive in nature, they are 

also an effective method of raising awareness about an issue. 

Match Columns 

Column I Column I 

(i) Campaigning (a) Individual and collective struggle of women 

(ii) 1961 census (b) Passing of new laws 

(iii) Women's movement (c) 40% literacy among boys 

Answer: i – b, ii – c, iii – a 

Fill in the blanks 

1. The Education Survey of 2003-04 revealed that, the dropout rate from 

school was the highest in the ____ level. 

2. The murder of young brides by the husband and in-laws due to the 

demand of dowry is called ______. 
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3. ____ is the act of not treating people equally or with respect. 

4. Women’s role in families where pottery, weaving, etc. were taught was 

of _____ nature. 

Answer:(a) Secondary, (b) Dowry death, (c) Discrimination, (d) Supportive 

Multiple Choice Questions 

Question 1: Domestic violence involves; 

a. Physical violence only 

b. Mental violence only 

c. Violence inside the house 

d. All of the above 

Answer: (d) All of the above 

Question 2: Different strategies have been used in the women’s movement 

to; 

a. Spread awareness 

b. Seek justice 

c. Fight discrimination 

d. All of the above 

Answer: (d) All of the above 

 

Question 3: Select an example of pressure from the family and society; 

a. Unfair teasing 

b. appreciation 

c. demands from adults 

d. both a and b 

Answer: (d) both a and b 
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Question 4: India has a census every ___ years; 

a. 5 

b. 10 

c. 18 

d. 20 

Answer: (b) 10 

Short Answer Questions 

Question 1: What is stereotype? 

Answer: It refers to the belief that people belonging to a particular religion, 

community, gender, etc. have certain traits and can do only a certain type of 

work. For example, if a girl or a boy is told to chose a particular subject for 

higher studies just because of his/her gender and not interest or aptitude, it 

is called creating a stereotype. 

Question 2: Write briefly about the present scenario of schooling and 

education. 

Answer: Many boys and girls attend school today. The literacy rate has 

gone up but the gap between the education levels of girls and boys still 

exists. The drop-out rate of girls is very high especially in rural areas. This 

is due to the circumstances and the attitude of the family and society 

wherein girls are expected to take care of the house. It is also due to 

inadequate facilities at school like availability of toilets etc. 

Question 3: Describe briefly the opportunities and expectations that 

existed in the society in the earlier days. 

Answer: The opportunities that existed earlier were very limited. Due to the 

attitude of the people which was of creating a stereotype, girls and boys 

were expected to study different subjects. Also because of the role that 

women play at home and the society, certain professions like that of a nurse, 
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are presumed to be more suited for them. And many technical and lucrative 

jobs like that of scientists and engineers are expected to be taken up by 

boys. An example of rigid expectation by family is discouraging boys from 

crying in front of others at an early age itself. 

Very Short Answer Type Questions 

Question 1: Arrange the following in the decreasing order of the rate of 

dropping out of school:(based on the census of 2001and Education 

Survey of 2003-04) SC/ST girls, Muslim girls, Other girls 

Answer: Muslim girls > SC/ST girls > Other girls 

Question 2: Define violation. 

Answer: It is an act of forcefully breaking the law or openly showing 

disrespect. 

Question 3: What do you mean by the term literate? 

Answer: A person is called literate when he/she can at least write his/her 

name. 

Question 4: Define sexual harassment. 

Answer: It refers to behavior (either physical or verbal) that is of sexual 

nature and against the wishes and dignity of a woman. 

Long Answer Type Questions 

Question 1: What are the reasons of dropping out of school in the case of 

SC, ST and Muslim communities? 

Answer: Following are the reasons for dropping out of school by SC/ST 

and Muslim communities 
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 Lack of proper schools and teachers: In many parts of our country 

especially rural and poor areas proper schools and teachers who 

teach on a regular basis are not available. 

 Inaccessible: If the school is not close to people's homes, and buses or 

vans are not available for transport, people will not be willing to send 

their girls to school. 

 Unaffordable: Many people are poor and unable to afford the cost of 

education. In such cases boys are given preference and girls are 

retained at home. 

 Discrimination: Discrimination and resultant harassment by teachers 

and classmates is also a reason for dropping out. An example is the 

Dalit writer, Omprakash Valmiki’s experience in his autobiography. 

Question 2: Write a note on the strategies used by the women’s movement. 

Answer: Following are the strategies used in the women’s movement 

 Campaigning: Campaigns to oppose discrimination and seek justice 

were an integral part of the women's movement. 

 Raising awareness: The first step in addressing any issue is to raise 

public awareness about it. The women’s movement did the same and 

spread the message through street plays, songs and public meetings. 

 Protesting: When any violation against women takes place, the 

women's movement raises its voice against it. Some popular and 

effective ways of drawing public attention to injustices are public 

rallies and demonstrations. 

 Showing solidarity: Showing solidarity with other women and causes 

is also a part of the women's movement. Women hold up candles to 

show solidarity between the people of our country and Pakistan. Every 

year, on August 14, many people gather at Wagah border and hold a 

cultural programme. Candle light vigils to protest against brutal 

cruelty shown to women are also very common. 
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Question 3: What is the effect of campaigns in the women's movement? 

Answer: The impact of the campaigns is as under 

 Passing of new laws: New laws have been passed as a result of the 

campaigns. In 2006, a law regarding domestic violence was passed. 

This law gave legal protection to women who faced physical and 

mental torture at home. 

 Guidelines against sexual harassment: In 1997, the Supreme Court 

passed guidelines to protect women from sexual harassment at 

workplace and within educational institutions. 

 Amendment in dowry laws: In the 1980s, there was a nationwide 

campaign against dowry deaths. Women groups spoke against the 

failure to take action against the people responsible for dowry deaths. 

They took to streets, approached courts, etc. This issue hence gained 

importance and became an important matter in the newspapers and in 

the society, hence leading to changes in the dowry laws. 

************ 

 


